The Plot to Keep You Working Just Over
Broke

In a society that often celebrates wealth and material success, it can be
easy to overlook the struggles faced by those who live just above the
poverty line. These individuals, often referred to as the "working poor," are
employed but still struggling to make ends meet. Their financial situation is
precarious, and they are constantly at risk of falling into poverty.
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How is it possible to work full-time and still not be able to afford basic
necessities? The answer lies in a complex web of factors, including
stagnant wages, rising costs of living, and a lack of access to affordable
housing and healthcare. Additionally, there are a number of hidden forces
and tactics that corporations and governments use to keep people trapped
in this cycle of low-wage work and financial insecurity.

Wage Stagnation
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One of the biggest factors contributing to the working poor problem is wage
stagnation. For decades, wages have failed to keep pace with the cost of
living. As a result, many workers are forced to take on multiple jobs just to
make ends meet. In some cases, they may even have to rely on
government assistance programs such as food stamps or Medicaid.

There are a number of reasons for wage stagnation. One is the decline of
unions. Unions have traditionally been a powerful force for raising wages
and improving working conditions. However, the number of unionized
workers has declined significantly in recent decades. This has weakened
the bargaining power of workers and made it easier for employers to keep
wages low.

Another factor contributing to wage stagnation is the globalization of the
economy. Companies can now easily outsource jobs to countries with lower
labor costs. This has put downward pressure on wages in the United States
and other developed countries.

Rising Cost of Living

In addition to wage stagnation, the working poor are also facing a rising
cost of living. The cost of housing, food, and healthcare has been rising
steadily for years, while wages have remained stagnant. This has made it
increasingly difficult for working families to make ends meet.

One of the biggest drivers of the rising cost of living is the increasing cost of
housing. In many cities, rents have become unaffordable for many working

families. This has forced many people to move to cheaper suburbs or even

to live in their cars.



The cost of food has also been rising steadily in recent years. This is due in
part to a number of factors, including climate change, the rising cost of fuel,
and the increasing demand for food from growing populations around the
world.

The cost of healthcare is also a major burden for many working families.
Health insurance premiums have been rising steadily for years, and
deductibles and co-pays have also increased. This has made it difficult for
many people to afford the healthcare they need.

Lack of Affordable Housing and Healthcare

In addition to wage stagnation and the rising cost of living, the working poor
also face a lack of access to affordable housing and healthcare. This can
make it even more difficult for them to break out of the cycle of poverty.

There is a shortage of affordable housing in many cities and towns. This is

due in part to the rising cost of land and the increasing demand for housing
from wealthy investors. As a result, many working families are forced to live
in overcrowded and substandard housing.

The lack of access to affordable healthcare is also a major problem for the
working poor. Many working families cannot afford health insurance, and
even those who do have insurance may have to pay high deductibles and
co-pays. This can make it difficult for them to get the medical care they
need.

Hidden Forces and Tactics

In addition to the factors discussed above, there are a number of hidden
forces and tactics that corporations and governments use to keep people



trapped in the cycle of low-wage work and financial insecurity.

One of these tactics is the use of temporary and part-time work. These
types of jobs often do not offer benefits such as health insurance or paid
time off. They also tend to pay lower wages than full-time jobs.

Another tactic is the use of non-compete clauses. These clauses prevent
employees from working for competing companies after they leave their
current job. This can make it difficult for workers to find better-paying jobs.

Corporations also use a variety of other tactics to keep wages low, such as
outsourcing jobs to countries with lower labor costs, using automation to
replace workers, and lobbying against legislation that would raise wages.

Governments also play a role in keeping wages low. They often provide tax
breaks to corporations that pay low wages. They also often pass laws that
make it difficult for workers to organize unions.

The Impact of Working Just Over Broke

The working poor face a number of challenges, including food insecurity,
housing instability, and lack of access to healthcare. These challenges can
have a devastating impact on their lives and the lives of their families.

Food insecurity is a major problem for the working poor. Many working
families do not have enough money to buy enough food to feed their
families. This can lead to malnutrition and other health problems.

Housing instability is also a major problem for the working poor. Many
working families cannot afford to pay rent or mortgage payments. This can
lead to homelessness.



Lack of access to healthcare is also a major problem for the working poor.
Many working families cannot afford health insurance. This can lead to
untreated illnesses and injuries.

The challenges faced by the working poor can have a lasting impact on
their lives and the lives of their families. Children who grow up in poverty
are more likely to experience health problems, drop out of school, and get
involved in crime.

Breaking the Cycle

The cycle of low-wage work and financial insecurity is a complex problem,
but it is one that can be broken. There are a number of things that can be
done to help working families.

One important step is to raise the minimum wage. A higher minimum wage
would help to lift millions of people out of poverty.

Another important step is to make affordable housing available to working
families. This could be done through a variety of measures, such as
increasing funding for affordable housing programs and providing tax
breaks to developers who build affordable housing.

Finally, it is important to make healthcare more affordable for working
families. This could be done by expanding Medicaid and Medicare and by
providing tax breaks to people who purchase health insurance.

Breaking the cycle of low-wage work and financial insecurity will not be
easy, but it is a goal that is worth striving for. By working together, we can
create a more just and equitable society for all.
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