
Teaching Tolerance in a Globalized World: IEA
Research for Education
In an increasingly globalized world, it is essential to foster tolerance and
understanding among people of different cultures and backgrounds.
Education plays a vital role in shaping young minds and instilling values of
tolerance and respect. This article explores the importance of teaching
tolerance in schools and presents findings from the International
Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA) study on
global citizenship education.

Tolerance is a fundamental human value that allows individuals to coexist
peacefully and respectfully with others, even if they hold different beliefs,
opinions, or identities. In a globalized world, where people from diverse
cultures interact on a daily basis, tolerance is essential for maintaining
social harmony and preventing conflict.

Schools are ideal settings for promoting tolerance. Children and youth
spend a significant portion of their time in school, where they interact with
peers from various backgrounds and learn about different cultures and
perspectives. Through thoughtfully designed curricula and educational
practices, schools can nurture students' tolerance and prepare them to live
and work in a diverse society.
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The IEA is a leading international organization dedicated to improving
education worldwide through research and evaluation. In 2018, the IEA
conducted a study on global citizenship education, which examined how
schools in 22 countries and economies promote tolerance and
understanding among students. The study found that:

Tolerance is a core element of global citizenship education: All
participating countries and economies included tolerance as an
essential component of their global citizenship education curricula.

Schools can effectively teach tolerance: The study found that
schools can successfully teach tolerance through a variety of methods,
including classroom discussions, simulations, and intercultural
exchanges.

Students who learn about tolerance are more likely to exhibit
tolerant attitudes and behaviors: Research has shown that students
who participate in global citizenship education programs are more
likely to value diversity, respect different perspectives, and engage in
tolerant behaviors.
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Educators can implement various strategies to teach tolerance in schools,
including:

Create a welcoming and inclusive classroom environment: Make
sure that all students feel valued and respected, regardless of their
backgrounds or differences.

Promote open and respectful dialogue: Encourage students to
share their perspectives and listen to the views of others, even if they
disagree.

Teach about different cultures and perspectives: Expose students
to a variety of cultures and worldviews through literature, films, guest
speakers, and field trips.

Model tolerant behaviors: Educators should serve as role models for
their students by demonstrating tolerant attitudes and behaviors in
their interactions with students and colleagues.

Provide opportunities for intercultural experiences: Facilitate
opportunities for students to interact with people from different
cultures, such as through exchange programs, community service
projects, and international collaborations.

Teaching tolerance is essential for fostering a peaceful and harmonious
global society. Research from the IEA has shown that schools play a crucial
role in promoting tolerance among students. By creating inclusive
classroom environments, promoting open dialogue, exposing students to
diverse perspectives, and modeling tolerant behaviors, educators can
empower students to become responsible and tolerant global citizens. As
the world becomes increasingly interconnected, the need for tolerance will



only grow, making it imperative to prioritize its teaching in schools around
the globe.
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