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Major Barbara is one of George Bernard Shaw's most acclaimed plays, a
biting satire that explores the complex interplay of religion, socialism, and
war. This annotated classic edition provides an in-depth exploration of the
play, offering readers a comprehensive understanding of its themes,
characters, and historical context.

Annotations

The annotations in this edition are extensive and insightful, providing
readers with a wealth of information to enhance their understanding of the
play. These annotations cover a wide range of topics, including:
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Historical context: The annotations provide detailed historical
background on the late Victorian era in which the play is set, exploring
the social, economic, and political conditions that shaped the
characters and events.

Biblical references: Shaw's play is filled with biblical allusions and
references. The annotations help readers identify and understand
these references, allowing them to appreciate the play's religious
themes and symbolism.

Literary analysis: The annotations offer insightful commentary on
Shaw's writing style, character development, and dramatic structure,
providing readers with a deeper understanding of the play's literary
merits.

Social commentary: Shaw's play is a trenchant critique of Victorian
society, its religious hypocrisy, and its warmongering tendencies. The
annotations highlight these social criticisms, helping readers to
appreciate Shaw's incisive wit and his commitment to social justice.

Character Studies

This edition also includes detailed character studies of the play's principal
characters, including:

Major Barbara Undershaft: A young woman who has dedicated her
life to the Salvation Army, Barbara is a complex and conflicted
character who grapples with the contradictions between her religious
beliefs and her growing awareness of social injustice.



Andrew Undershaft: Barbara's father, Andrew is a wealthy munitions
manufacturer who represents the ruthless capitalism and imperialism
of the Victorian era. He is a formidable and charismatic figure who
challenges Barbara's idealism.

Adolphus Cusins: A young professor who is in love with Barbara,
Adolphus is a sensitive and intellectual man who represents the
progressive values that Shaw himself espoused.

Sarah Undershaft: Barbara's mother, Sarah is a practical and
pragmatic woman who is torn between her love for her husband and
her desire for her daughter to find happiness and fulfillment.

Historical Context

The annotations in this edition provide a rich historical context for the play,
exploring the social, economic, and political conditions of the late Victorian
era. These annotations discuss topics such as:

The Salvation Army: The Salvation Army was a Christian evangelical
organization that provided social services to the poor in the Victorian
era. The annotations provide a detailed history of the Salvation Army
and its role in Victorian society.

The munitions industry: The munitions industry was a major
economic force in the Victorian era. The annotations explore the
history of the munitions industry and its close ties to the British Empire.

The Boer War: The Boer War was a bloody and controversial conflict
fought between the British Empire and the Boer republics in South
Africa. The annotations provide a historical overview of the Boer War
and its impact on British society.



Major Barbara, Annotated Classic Edition is an indispensable resource for
students, scholars, and general readers who want to deepen their
understanding of Shaw's masterpiece. The annotations, character studies,
and historical context provided in this edition offer a comprehensive
exploration of the play's themes, characters, and historical background,
allowing readers to fully appreciate the brilliance and relevance of Shaw's
work.
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Learning Italian In Your Car Has Never Been
Easier: Have Fun With Crazy!
Crazy's immersive audio courses are designed to transport you to the
heart of Italian culture. Experience the vibrant streets of Rome, the
charming canals of Venice, and...
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Behold the Enchanting World of "Such
Beautiful Things to Behold": A Literary Journey
into Art, Love, and Loss
In the realm of literature, where words paint vivid tapestries of human
emotion, Anne Tyler's "Such Beautiful Things to Behold" emerges as a...
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