
Attack of the 60 Foot Buddha: An Ennin
Mystery
In the enigmatic annals of history, where truth intertwines with legend, lies
the tale of "Attack of the 60 Foot Buddha," an Ennin Mystery that has
captivated the imagination of generations. This enthralling narrative, set in
the ancient realm of Japan, weaves a tapestry of adventure, mystery, and
profound spiritual exploration.

The Enigmatic Ennin

Ennin (794-864 AD),a renowned Japanese Buddhist monk and scholar,
embarked on an extraordinary journey to China in 838 AD. His mission was
to seek enlightenment and acquire knowledge from the Buddhist masters of
the Tang Dynasty. During his arduous travels, Ennin meticulously recorded
his adventures in a travel diary known as the "Ennin's Diary," which
provides invaluable insights into the events that unfolded.
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Encounter with the Colossal Buddha

As Ennin ventured through the mountainous regions of Central China, he
encountered a colossal golden Buddha statue standing over 60 feet tall.
The sight of the towering deity left an indelible impression on Ennin, who
described it as "splendid and awe-inspiring." However, unbeknownst to
him, this magnificent creation concealed a sinister secret.

The Buddha's Malevolence

As Ennin approached the Buddha, he felt an inexplicable sense of disquiet.
The golden exterior seemed to shimmer with an otherworldly glow, and a
faint whisper reached his ears. Suddenly, the Buddha's eyes erupted into
flames, and its mouth twisted into a menacing grin.

Panic surged through Ennin as the colossal statue began to shake
violently. The ground beneath his feet trembled, and boulders crashed
down from the surrounding cliffs. In that moment of terror, Ennin realized
that the Buddha was not a benevolent deity but a malevolent entity that
possessed immense power.

Confrontation with the Demon

Determined to vanquish the demonic force, Ennin drew his sword and
charged towards the Buddha. A fierce battle ensued, each strike of Ennin's
blade met with an ethereal roar from the statue. The clash of steel against
gold echoed through the mountains, as the two adversaries clashed in a
desperate struggle for supremacy.

Victory and Redemption



Through a combination of wit and divine intervention, Ennin finally prevailed
over the demon. With a triumphant blow, he severed the statue's head,
sending it crashing to the ground. In its final moments, the Buddha emitted
a piercing wail, its evil presence dissipating into thin air.

Aftermath and Significance

The destruction of the 60-foot Buddha marked a turning point in Ennin's
journey. The experience had tested his faith, courage, and resolve. It also
imparted upon him the profound understanding that even the most sacred
objects can be corrupted by evil.

Ennin's encounter with the malevolent Buddha became a legend whispered
among the travelers and pilgrims who traversed the ancient Silk Road. It
served as a cautionary tale about the hidden dangers that lurked in the
shadows, and the importance of discerning between true enlightenment
and its deceptive counterfeits.

Historical Context

"Attack of the 60 Foot Buddha" is not merely a legend but is rooted in
historical fact. Ennin's diary provides a firsthand account of his encounter
with a giant golden Buddha statue in China. While the details of the
encounter may have been embellished over time, the underlying narrative
serves as a reflection of the complex religious beliefs and spiritual struggles
of the Tang period in China.

Symbolism and Interpretation

The 60-foot Buddha, both in the legend and in its historical context, can be
interpreted as a symbol of the human ego. Its immense size and golden
exterior represent the allure of power and the temptation to seek



enlightenment through external means. The statue's malevolence
symbolizes the corrupting influence of these desires and the destructive
consequences that can arise when they are left unchecked.

Ennin's victory over the Buddha represents the triumph of true
enlightenment, which is achieved through inner cultivation, compassion,
and unwavering faith. The battle between Ennin and the statue serves as a
metaphor for the internal struggle that all seekers must face in their pursuit
of spiritual growth.

Cultural Legacy

The legend of "Attack of the 60 Foot Buddha" has left a lasting impact on
Japanese culture. It has been depicted in numerous works of art, literature,
and film, including a popular manga series by Osamu Tezuka. The story
continues to resonate with audiences today, offering timeless lessons about
the nature of good and evil, the pursuit of enlightenment, and the
importance of self-reflection.

"Attack of the 60 Foot Buddha: An Ennin Mystery" is a captivating tale that
transcends historical accuracy and cultural boundaries. It is a story about
the challenges of the spiritual path, the dangers of unchecked ego, and the
ultimate triumph of compassion and enlightenment. Through its enduring
legacy, the legend continues to inspire and challenge seekers of truth and
wisdom throughout the ages.
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